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Letter from the President
by: Peter Ohlweiler, President

Greeting GMC members! Another year
seems to be quickly coming to a close.
Hard to believe, but fall is upon us and
soon winter will be closing in. Time to take
our prize processions and put them away
for the winter months.
Before doing so I would like to thank all
that attended the OktoberFAST Car Show
at the Trapp Family Lodge in Stowe, Vermont this past September 7th and 8th. Friday evening’s dinner in the Trapp Brewery
Bierhall was a great success and the tour
of the facility, led by Samuel Von Trapp,
was enjoyed by all. Then the samples of
their crafted beers were, also, enjoyed
by everyone. Be your taste for a hoppy or
light beer or a sweet, smooth or bold craft
beer Von Trapp Brewery has a beer for you.
Many thanks to Samuel Von Trapp for taking time to lead this tour himself for our
group. Very special.
Saturday morning the sun came up over
the mountains setting a beautiful start to
the day. At 8:00 am the cars began to roll
in and park. Each and every proud owner
doing some final cleaning after their arrival to be certain their prize possession
was displayed in its proudest manner. We
were pleased to see a wonderful selection
of BMWs from Connecticut to Canada
on display. I would also like to thank those
that joined us in their Audis, Porsches and
even a few VWs and one beautiful 1954
Mercedes Benz 220S convertible, from
Shelburne, VT, that took “Best of Show”.
For some reason we are never joined by

our MINI friends who are a very close relative to BMW. Hopefully next year we will
see them.
As you know, as the year comes to an
end so do some of the seats on the Green
Mountain Chapter board. This year Stew
Loeb (our VP of the Green Mountain
Chapter) and Pam Loeb (our Secretary
for the Green Mountain Chapter) have
decided to step down. This means that
our Board is in need of new members.
Although I have been talking with several
people to fill these positions I would like to
reach out to all those interested in coming
on board and continuing the success of
the Green Mountain Chapter. I will be happy to throw my hat into the ring for continuing on as President, but if one of you
feel the need to step up and run for this
position I certainly encourage you to do so.
All those interested in the elections can
submit their entry to the GMC Board via
our email address vtbmwcca.info@gmail.
com. All those that submit their name for
a Board position please give a brief description of yourself. In November we will
send out an email to all members for the
voting process.
Best to all,
Peter Ohlweiler

COPY COLLECTION EDITOR
Chris Achilles
yellowgti@hotmail.com

Outstanding
BMW CCA Ofﬁcer
by: Stewart Loeb, Vice President

I was living in the Washington, D.C., metro area at the time I first joined the BMW
CCA. I tried to participate in many of the
local events the club hosted, and while I
always enjoyed the social events like get
togethers at a local restaurant, it wasn’t
long before I found my groove with the
motorsports groups. I did my first ever
autocross in 1996 and I can almost still
feel my heart pound a bit harder when I
think of my excitement that day! The first
time I drove my car on a real honest to
goodness racetrack was only a few weeks
later at Summit Point Raceway for an
HPDE event. I remember doing laps in my
dreams for weeks afterward! I couldn’t
wait to get on another track!
The tracks that I went to were typically
in the south, like VIR and the BMW Per-

formance Center. I never had the opportunity to drive on the beautiful tracks to
the north. I am a huge fan of racing video
games and I had “raced” at Lime Rock
Park hundreds of times, but alas, only on a
screen. This summer I got to go Lime Rock
Park and experience the WeatherTech
IMSA race in person. It was truly a memorable event for many reasons.
The weather the day of the race was picture perfect and it was almost surreal for
me to actually be there, rather than to
be seeing the track in a video game! The
track is small enough that you can walk
around the whole place in under an hour,
so you can change your vantage point
throughout the race and get great pictures. The smell of the race fuel, the roar
of the engines and the sheer energy in the
air at a race is something you don’t get on
a screen! No, you must be there for that. I
am grateful that such an iconic racetrack
like Lime Rock Park is relatively close by
and an amazing place to enjoy a race!

a special event. Earlier in the year, I had
participated in a survey by the BMW CCA
asking to nominate a club officer that has
performed their duties to an outstanding
degree and should be honored for their
work and enthusiasm. I do not think there
is another club officer in the whole country that has worked as hard as Pam has
worked for our chapter. While I am always
there to help in any way I can, it was Pam
that took care of every small detail in the
preparation and hosting of OktoberFAST,
which is why it was a smashing success
again this year!
I submitted my nomination of Pam Loeb
for Outstanding BMW CCA Officer and
shortly thereafter, I was contacted by
BMW CCA Regional Vice President Lou
Ann Shirk that she had been chosen for
the award! Lou Ann had gotten to know
Pam over the past year and was very
impressed with her. This was only a few
weeks before the Lime Rock race and
Lou Ann asked if by chance we’d be going

There was another reason attending the
race at Lime Rock Park this summer was
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her name was announced! It was a well-earned
accolade!

there. I said YES! We sure were! The BMW
CCA had a hospitality tent at the race complete with food and drinks and large screen
TV’s to watch the race coverage.

At the end of the exciting day, I was completely
exhausted. I couldn’t wait to get back to our
hotel and take a shower and rest. As we were
driving to the hotel, I guess I got a second
wind, because I pointed my car north and drove
4 hours all the way home. I like my shower and
bed better.

Lou Ann and I arranged for our guest speakers Will Turner and Bill Auberlen to present
the award to Pam at our BMW CCA tent
at the racetrack. I will not soon forget the
look of surprise and joy on her face when

A Backup Plan
by: Ruel Elliott - Grand Isle, VT

We have a Backup plan for so many things
we do. A plan, more like insurance or peace
of mind, just in case. This past summer I
thought I had one, but was I ever wrong!
It all started on a balmy evening. I had
finished yet another tiring 12 hour shift. It
was my weekend to work, so I was on my
way home, around 7:45pm. About six miles
from home, my E90 (a.k.a. 2009 328xi)
started to run rough and then just quit. All
of the dash lights came on including the
“check engine soon” light. I steered to the
shoulder, which was luckily a full vehicle
wide. I tried to restart the car, no luck. No
fault warnings, nothing. I quickly realized
I would need a tow. The shop that has serviced the car before is partnered with an
outfit with a flatbed truck. I called. Humm,
cell phone has only one bar of battery power left and of course I did not have the charger cord. The fella that answered told me
that I was out of their service area. What!?
I was only a half hour from the repair shop.
Ok, who might come out? So, I called the
recommended towing outfit, -ETA an hour.
The driver will call back. So I sat while folks
drove by, gawking at me. About 45 minutes
later of waiting, I called the dispatcher on
a update. The driver calls. Nope, out of our
service area. What, are you kidding me? So,
I sat for a bit, contemplating my options.
Then a set a bright white and blue flashing lights appear behind me. If anything,
at least no speeding ticket this time! The
officer asked me if I was ok and if I needed
help. Did I ever! I told him what happened
and he called his police station dispatch
and within half an hour, the E90 was being
hooked up, ready for its trip to my house.
By the time we got home, unhooked and
paid the tow truck driver for his service, it
was almost 11 pm. The alarm went off at 5
am, as I was on for another 12 hour shift for
Sunday.
My first task for Monday was to call the
repair shop. The car needed to be fixed,
but first and foremost, how their towing
arrangement failed. The shop’s owner was
shocked to hear of what happened. This
towing outfit has recovered BMWs from
hundreds of miles away. “Call the owner
and please let me know what happened”,
I was told. So, I called the owner who I

will call “Frank”. When I told him what
happened, my story produced a tirade of
uncomplimentary language unfit for print
in this publication, all directed at the driver
that was on call. This driver that was on
call likes to hang out in Burlington (Vermont) and takes easy tows for the police
dept. This is not the first time this has happened. Since the driver is now on notice,
the next time he will be fired. Ok, all good
info, but I was left stranded. It took Frank
himself about half an hour to arrive at my
home and bring the E90 to the shop.
The shop called the next day. The fuel level
sensor was bad. Even though the gauge
showed a quarter tank, it was actually
bone dry. Part took a couple days to arrive.
I thought I would be able to pick up the
car that Friday, but the shop was having a
“team building “ event, which was actually
a company cookout. Monday, I picked up
the car with an eighth of a tank of fuel.
I topped up and drove home. A couple
days later I moved the car off the lawn to
in front of the garage. I had not driven it
since I bought it home from the shop. The
car had been parked at the shop under
a tree that had shed a million seed pods,
which were now stuck fast to the car’s
finish. I soaped up the car, slowly removing the seed pods, all the time smelling
fuel. The car had been sitting for about
20 minutes at this point, not running. I
slid a large piece of cardboard under the
car, just under the fuel tank. About a half
hour later, I pulled it out and there was a

puddle of fuel the size of a watermelon!
I called the shop and told them what I
found. “Just drive it in, it will be ok.” With
a huge measure of apprehension, I made
it to the shop in a half a hour. By now the
full tank had about 50 miles on it, but the
gauge showed a quarter consumed. If I
drive conservatively, I can get about 120
miles on that amount. Upon my arrival,
they took the car right in. The seal on top
of the tank was leaking. A seal they usually
don’t replace. Then I was told if they had
filled the tank, and drove it, fuel would have
“sloshed out” the bad seal, prompting them
to replace it. HUH?!? Yeah, ok I thought,
fuel sloshed out while the car was sitting,
not running in my level driveway. I lost
that much from “sloshing”? I was more
interested in getting the car fixed than arguing. They gave me a loaner to drive with
a sticker on the dash that read “replace the
fuel you use”
When my wife got home, I told her what
had happened. She was ballistic over them
telling me to dive a car that was leaking
fuel, that they had just fixed, back to the
shop. “What if it blew up and you died?”
It was not until four days later they called.
The car was ready. My wife answered.
She was still mad over me driving the car
whilst it was leaking raw fuel. She was
more so, in that they should have had it
towed to the shop at their expense. The
phone conversation turned ugly at best.
The guy at the shop ended up hanging up
CONTINUES ON 5 ►
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on her at one point. Not ok. I brought the
loaner back the next day and picked up
the E90, fixed? There was no charge for
the parts, labor, loaner and a full tank of
fuel. The fella that hung up on my wife did
apologize. In the end, despite their effort
of good will, that measure of confidence
and peace of mind was compromised. As
soon as I got home, I placed that sheet of
cardboard under the car and waited for a
bit, no fuel!

So, what did I learn out of all this? Well,
the plan for a reliable tow failed me, and I
had no backup. My cell phone is a old Samsung flip phone, no searching the internet
with that one! No spare car charger for the
phone. Not much good if it is in the pickup.
My only excuse or defense is that the last
time I was sitting on the side of the road
in a dead vehicle was back in 1978! It was
a new Chevy pickup with a wire from the
distributor that came loose. I walked to a
store and the dealer came and got it. Needless to say, my next task is to get a smart

5

phone, locate a shop with their own flatbed
(I know of one, and they are a club supporter!) and get a spare/extra phone charger for
the new phone.
Oh, check the
tool kit in the
trunk, it should
have the tow cable eye bolt. You
will need it; at
least I had one
of those!

OktoberFAST 2018
by: Pam Loeb, Secretary

September 7 and 8, 2018 was a
homecoming of sorts. The Green
Mountain chapter’s annual OktoberFAST event returned to the Trapp
Family Lodge in Stowe, VT. The hills
were alive with the sound of engines
that weekend!
It was a return to Trapp because the club
assembled there at the start of a gorgeous
scenic drive for OktoberFAST 2006! Yes,
the chapter has been hosting this celebration of German cars for over a decade.
The historic Trapp Family Lodge was the
location for all of our festivities this year.
We began the weekend at the Bierhall at
Trapp, with a brewery tour by Sam Von
Trapp (grandson of the Captain and Maria;
watch “The Sound of Music” if you don’t
know who I’m referring to!) We learned
about the authentic Austrian beers they
brew there, with imported malts and barleys and the importance of the local water.
Sam shared stories with us about both the
history of the facility and its future. While
the Bierhall was only built three years ago,
it has been a huge success and there are
already plans for expansion.
The Meet & Greet dinner on Friday took
place in the Bierhall, overlooking the brewery we’d just walked through. We had a
delicious buffet of Austrian foods and Von
Trapp beers, accompanied by lots of socializing, of course! These sorts of events are
a great opportunity to really get to know
each other, both friends you’ve known
through social media and new friends who
you’ve just met.

Toward the end of the evening, Lou Ann
Shirk, our BMW CCA Regional Vice President, presented Pam Loeb (chapter Secretary) with a special plaque. Earlier this
year, the BMW CCA National put out a call
for nominations for several annual awards.
Pam was nominated for Outstanding Officer, and Lou Ann announced that Pam had
won this award for our region! She was
chosen as a result of all the efforts she put
in this past year to keep chapter members
informed (email and Facebook) and also organizing and running the events we hosted. Congratulations!
Saturday morning was a “Chamber of Commerce” kind of day. Chilly in the morning,
but clear and beautiful all day. The cars
started to arrive as the show field opened
at 8:00am. We always invite all German
marques, so it was great to see the variety
of cars. Amongst the 60 cars, we had several Audis, Porsches, Mercedes and VWs join
us. Equally interesting was how far some
people traveled to join us – people came
from Boston, Maine, Albany, Pittsburgh
and Ottawa!
Pam spendt the first part of the year
sending out requests for donations for
OktoberFAST, and the second part of the
year rounding them all up. This year, we
had generous donations from Turner Motorsport, Bimmerworld, Bavarian Auto,
Vermont Teddy Bear Factory, The Automaster, Vermont Tire, Nate’s Automotive,
Switchback Brewing and Griot’s Garage.
All of the items in the Welcome Bags and
all of the raffle items have been donated by
these companies, so please try to use their
services if you have the chance.
At the end of the day, trophies were given
out for People’s Choice awards, and I think
we had some very worthy winners. Pictures
of many of these winners were posted to
CONTINUES ON 6 ►
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Facebook, but I was too busy running the
events of the day to take pictures… so if you
took some, please share them with our chapter at VT BMW CCA on Facebook!
After the awards, several
cars took off on a scenic
drive through the Green
Mountains. Thank you, Casey Northrup, for offering
to organize and lead the
drive. I hope everyone had
a great time.
OktoberFAST 2018 was
a really great weekend.
Mother Nature smiled
down on us with a picture
perfect day. Lots of great
people drove some really great cars to the
event. Every time I walked around, I noticed
everyone smiling and having a good time.
Thanks to everyone who made this weekend
a special one. Thank you to all of the officers
of the Green Mountain chapter: Peter Ohlweiler, Walter McNally, Stewart Loeb and
Pam Loeb. These four did the bulk of the
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work involved in planning and hosting this
annual event. Thank you to Sharna Vitale
for coming up from Florida to help us sell
our merchandise and the raffle tickets – you
even managed to sell the last of the 2015
shirts! Thank you to Paul-Andre Blais for coming down
from Ottawa a day early so
you could help with set-up!
Thank you to Lou Ann Shirk
for helping us with set-up, and
for “talking Pam down off the
ledge when things got wonky”.
Thank you to Sam Von Trapp,
Chris Belanger and everyone
at Trapp Family Lodge for
your facility and hospitality.
Thank you to all of the businesses who donated great
items. Mostly, thank you to everyone who decided to spend this weekend
with us in Vermont. We look forward to this
event all year, and we’re overjoyed that there
are others who feel the same way and join us
year after year.
As I write this, it’s been nearly a month, and
now it’s time to start planning OktoberFAST
2019! Hope to see you there!

The Driveway
by: Walter McNally

As I write this, it’s 85 degrees and humid
and I am sitting by the water in a Vermont
state park contemplating whether I should
go for a swim now, or wait until I finish this
article. However, when you read this, some
parts of northern New England will already
have had measurable snow. When I wrote
my column for the spring edition of our
NNE Newsletter, it was 20 degrees and just
after a big Nor’easter. Ah the vagaries of
deadlines, but it all works out! At that point
I was trying to decide what to do with my
1983 320 sport and my 2008 528ix. I was
either going to drive the 320 at HPDEs or
sell it. As for the 528, I had no idea what to
do with it.
The fuel system in the 320 had been fixed
but not extensively road tested, and it
needed rear shocks. I replaced the shocks
and decided to see how it drove. Even the
horn worked! It is a real blast and now I
drive it every day. It’s not the fastest car on
the road by any means, steep hills require
a down shift, but it is a lot of fun to row
through the gears and hear the sweet notes
of the exhaust. It handles like a go-kart so
it’s especially fun in the twisties. All in all
it’s probably the most fun I’ve had behind
the wheel. This car will appear at shows
and other similar events but needless to
say you won’t see it at HDPEs, or in an auction.
The 528 is still with us. I keep up with
maintenance and oil changes, however it
has been relegated to back up status. A

2011 328ix now graces the driveway and
will be the primary winter driver. It is nice
enough, without a lot of the electronic foolishness of the 528, but it does have those
god-awful run flats. The best praise I can
give it is to call it a competent winter driver with less chance of a middle-of-the-night
breakdown. Most importantly, it gives me
peace of mind knowing there is something
safe and reliable for the family to use.
Speaking of driveways, ever notice how
some are long sweeping affairs where you
can barely see the middle, much less the
other end? Others are more like a 90 mph
fastball, turn in and bang you are at the
end. Mine resembles a fast ball and sort
of looks like the Southeast Expressway
at rush hour, bumper to bumper and not
an inch to spare. All that’s missing is the
blaring of horns, and drivers doing the
single finger wave. A friend of mine used to
say that the best commuter vehicle for the
Southeast Expressway, or really any other
congested highway, was an old beat up
F-150 with a rusty plow on the front. Easy
to imagine in New England, kind of hard to
picture in So California! We even have the
occasional fender bender. In fact, I’ve been
known to forget there was a vehicle behind
me until I come to a very abrupt stop by
smacking the bumper of that vehicle. Of
course it usually happens in the morning
when I am headed to work. It’s a good thing
the driveway is like that fastball, I don’t
have the distance to build up any momentum.

One of the driveway occupants is a 1995
Ford F-150. It came from the factory in a
great purple color. Unfortunately it suffered the ravages of winter and had an
extensive amount of rust, but the engine
was good. It underwent a nearly yearlong
comprehensive restoration with the pickup
bed being replaced by a home built wooden stake body. It is affectionately known
locally as the ‘Purple Truck’. It is a true Vermont creation; it hauls trash to the dump
and kayaks to the lake. Another occupant
is a 2014 Dodge Caravan; you can stuff all
amounts of people and things into one of
these babies. Who doesn’t need something
like that?
I’ve been perusing lots of auction and other
internet sites with the idea that maybe I
would expand the fleet. Perhaps a roadster
for some fall cruising, a 2002 because why
not, an E30 or an E28/34/39 M5, no explanations needed for those last two categories. Right now though winter is coming,
time to get the last of the crops in, get the
cows in the barn and make sure the wood
pile is full. Also time to thin the auto herd
and decide who rides out the winter and
who heads to storage. Actually it is an easy
decision. The 320 and that purple truck
will soon head for their long winters nap to
emerge again well after the vernal equinox.
Maybe I’ll do some more work on the 320,
perhaps ditch the fuel injection system
for a nice pair of weber carbs and install a
performance exhaust system, but that is a
story for another day.
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FROM THE BOARD | Just my 06 cents
by: Paul Lillios, Acting Chapter President

Fall is now upon us and winter is not too
far behind. Hopefully your Ultimate Driving
Machine is ready for action or a seasonal
rest in a nice garage. I am preparing my
1995 M3 for a visit to Club Motorsports for
a 2-day HPDE outing! Fresh oil and filter is
first, then a brake fluid flush. I have not had
this car on track for well over a year, so I am
looking forward to some foliage fun corners
on the track!

Speaking of corners, our Chapter Elections
are coming up very soon. Be sure and cast
your vote online or at the Chapter meeting
on December 10th.
The chapter is looking for help from volunteers at all levels. Throw your hat in
the ring and take a shot at our events! Of
course we like to hear of new event proposals as well. A Northern New England Carting Challenge at F1 Boston? Many things
are possible!

president@whitemtn-bmwclub.org

VICE PRESIDENT
David Thibodeau

FROM THE BOARD | Calling All Members!

SECRETARY
Paul Michali

The success of the White Mountain Chapter
is critically dependent upon the generosity
of all of YOU – its volunteer membership.

vice-president@whitemtn-bmwclub.org

secretary@whitemtn-bmwclub.org

TREASURER
Bruce Bergeron

treasurer@whitemtn-bmwclub.org

CHAPTER STAFF
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
Tom Giffen

membership@wmc-bmwcca.org

DRIVING EVENTS COMMITTEE CHAIR
Bruce Bergeron

by: David Thibodeau, Vice President

We are always looking for help with things
from big to small.

ing for help at all levels, from suggestions
for new events, to organizing and running
events. Please contact our Social Committee Chair (social-events@wmc-bmwcca.org)
or Driving Events Chair (drivingschools@
wmc-bmwcca.org) for more information.

VOLUNTEERS
This year we especially need help with our
new website content and re-energizing our
social media presence. Please contact the
Board (board@wmc-bmwcca.org) if you’re
interested in learning more.

OFFICERS
This year we will be electing a slate of all
four officers – President, Vice President,
Treasurer and Secretary. Any Chapter
member may nominate another Chapter
member.

EVENTS
Our tireless Committees are always look-

drivingschools@wmc-bmwcca.org

SOCIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE CHAIR
David Harrison
social-events@wmc-bmwcca.org

MARKETING + SPONSORSHIP DIRECTOR
Paul Lillios
marketing@whitemtn-bmwclub.org

WEBMASTER (ACTING)
Paul Michali

web.master@whitemtn-bmwclub.org

SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR
position open

social-media@whitemtn-bmwclub.org

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Paul Michali

NEWSLETTER STAFF
COPY COLLECTION EDITOR
Pete McDonough

editor@whitemtn-bmwclub.org

PRODUCTION EDITOR
Martin Callahan
mjc.design.works, LLC

ADVERTISING MANAGER
Paul Lillios

advertising@whitemtn-bmwclub.org
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by: Paul Michali, Secretary & Webmaster
BMW Car Club
of America
White Mountain Chapter

Nominations began October 1st and close
November 2nd, and should be sent to the
Membership Chair
(membership@wmc-bmwcca.org).

The slate of nominees and electronic
ballots will be available through our new
website, starting November 5th and ending December 7th. Votes may also be submitted in person at the Chapter meeting
scheduled for December 10th.

The White Mountain Chapter is happy to
announce a new web-site design, which
you can visit at https://wmc-bmwcca.org/.

that we’ll need to handle differently with
the new design. We’re working out the
kinks as we go along.

Besides the new look, there are a few nice
features. One is the inclusion of Google
calendar, which allows us to make use of
this popular tool for event and meeting
announcements.

The BIG thing is that this new site will
make it much easier for chapter volunteers to add content, and we hope to have
more current information as we complete
the transition. If you are interested in
contributing content, please let us know.
Ideally, we’d like to have people from the
Social Event Committee and the Driving
Event Committee volunteer to provide
content in those areas.

Another is that the classified ads can include photos. Chapter members (only) can
click on the login button, select the option
to register for an account, and once verified and approved, will be able to submit
ads on the new site.

An archive of the old site (not updated) is
available at http://archive.whitemtn-bmwclub.
org/. If you have a web site, please link to
our site to help promote the chapter!

The site ties into Twitter (and soon Facebook), so that we can have seamless social
media connectivity from the site as well.
There still are some old pieces that will,
over time, be updated, and a few things

Enjoy the new website!

WHITE MOUNTAIN CHAPTER
BMW CCA
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SEC UPDATE | Why be Slow?!
by: David Harrison, SEC Chair

The “slow season” for chapter events is
coming up on us. Some of us even give up
the pleasure of using our Ultimate Driving
Machines for what seems like a very long
time. So what should we do until we can resume top down or windows open touring?
I’m certain you have some good ideas!
Let your Social Events Committee know of
your best ideas. You can respond by email
or show up at any scheduled event to talk
to chapter enthusiasts.

One constant event for the WMC comes in
February; the annual WMC Winter Reunion
is a time to reconnect and enjoy a mid-winter gathering with friends you may not
have seen for a long time. Details will be on
the website soon.

a number of different venues, including
bowling, brewery pub tours, catching a
thrilling action movie or simply coming together for comradery an a good meal both
here in New Hampshire and in other states
with the various New England chapters.

But don’t worry, you don’t need to wait until the Reunion comes in mid winter to be
able to hang out with fellow chapter members! In past years we’ve made the most
of the “slow season” by enjoying events at

So avoid hibernation (both you and your
BMW) and get involved with the SEC to
attend an already planned event, or have
some fun helping to plan a new one.
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FROM THE BOARD | Proposed Change to Ofﬁcer Elections on Upcoming Ballot
by: David Thibodeau, Vice President

The White Mountain Chapter Board recently proposed making change to the
term of officers, so that elected officers
would serve staggered terms of two years.
The proposal will be presented for approval of the membership at large during the
upcoming elections. The Board strongly
encourages all members to support this
change, as it should encourage continuity
and orderly transition of Chapter management from year to year.

Election Day Meeting
December 10, 2018
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm
The Common Man
88 Range Rd
Windham, NH 03087

By-law amendments require a two-thirds
majority of those active members present at the
advertised meeting of the club plus those active
members voting by ballot.

Read details below to determine if you
would be in favor of amending the by-laws.

Proposed Amendments to the By-Laws of the White Mountain Chapter BMW CCA, Inc.:
Article 5. Elections,
is amended by adding a new Section 6 as follows:
Section 6. For the election of December 2018, the President and Secretary shall each serve a two-year term,
and the Vice President and Treasurer shall each serve a one-year term. Thereafter, the respective term for each
elected officer shall be two years.

Article 6. Ofﬁcers,
Section 2, is amended as follows:
Section 2. Board members shall serve a term of one year two years commencing January 1 and termination
terminating December 31 of the same subsequent year. Incoming and outgoing Board members will hold a
joint meeting with the outgoing Board in the first 30 (thirty) days of the new term to turn over transfer club assets, financial reports, knowledge and the like as needed to coordinate the transition.

A “YES” vote...
...supports changing the election of officers, such that each elected officer shall now serve staggered terms of two
years. This change will begin with the current, December 2018 election. The Board recommends voting “yes” as this
will encourage continuity and orderly transition of Chapter management from year to year.

A “NO” vote...
...opposes this amendment and retains the status quo with election of all officers every year.

WMC MEMBERSHIP UPDATE | In the Thick of Fall Driving Season
by: Tom Giffen, Membership Chair

Welcome BMW enthusiasts new and seasoned! The White Mountain Chapter is
currently 634 members strong, down from
this time last year but still in good shape.
The last report from National shows 12
new members, primarily from the Seacoast
area and Southeast New Hampshire.
We are now in the thick of fall driving season, and with that comes the annual elec-

tion and events still in the works. As I write
this, we have one more ADSS scheduled as
well as a fantastic fall foliage HPDE at Club
Motorsports in Tamworth.
First, please remember to vote, and also
consider nominating yourself or someone
that you know to run for a Chapter office.
Second, if you cannot commit to running
for a position, consider volunteering in

some way. I am confident that doing so will
bring you new and valued friends in our
community.
Check out the new website for information
on upcoming events!

w w w. w m c - b m w c c a . o r g
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Retracing the Midnight Ride of Paul Revere on a Midsummer’s Day

(or… Had They Had an X5 With 444 More Horses They Wouldn’t Have Been Caught)

by: Thomas Stoll

One fine Sunday morning in July, we took
a drive from New Hampshire to alongside
the Battle Road (present Route 2A) in the
BMW to the Minute Man Historical Site
Park. This is where the American Revolution started. Here Colonials who risked
their lives for the ideals of self-rule and
liberty helped fight the American Revolu-

tion to form the United States of America.
The park is where Colonials and British
Soldiers fought on April 19, 1775 and where
Paul Revere rode his horse. About 700 British soldiers left Boston on that day to seize
military supplies in Concord , Lexington
and Lincoln Massachusetts. In the morning, a brief battle broke out at Lexington

and then at Concord’s North Bridge. This
date was the basis of Patriot’s Day. The previous night was the Famous Midnight Ride
of Paul Revere where he notified the citizen
militia of the British march to Concord.
While passing through Lexington around
midnight, Paul Revere and William Dawes
met Doctor Samuel Prescott.

Brands
you trust.
Genuine BMW
Service and repairS for all MakeS and ModelS

Specializing in BMW & MINI Service
Best price guarantee n No sales tax

272 South Road • Kensington NH 03833
(at the Junction of route 107 & route 150)

Tel: (603) 394-0081 • Toll Free: (866) 694-0081

www.KensingtonAutoworks.com
800.535.2002 | BavAuto.com

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
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At this bend of the trail pictured, the famous midnight ride came to an end. West
of Lexington the three ran into a patrol
of British soldiers who were positioned
to stop the spread of news of the British
march. Revere was captured, Dawes escaped and the good doctor jumped a stone
wall with his horse and escaped from the
British.

“I saw four of them, who rode up to me
with their pistols in their hands. Mr
Prescott came up we attempted to git
through them, but they kept before us. Mr
Prescott said to me put on, He took to the
left, I to the right , towards a wood… just
as I reached it, out started six officers, who
seized my bridle, put their pistols to me,
ordered me to dismount”…Paul Revere

11

An unconfirmed quote was overheard by a
local afterwards ” One if by land two if by
sea, I wish I had been in a black X3”. -Ok,
maybe I made that last one up.
If you want to go there head down 128/95
to 2A then head west toward Concord, MA,
on N. Great Road/2A to the Minute Man
Historical Site.
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My Performance Delivery Experience
BMW Car Club
of America
Pine Tree Chapter

CHAPTER BOARD
PRESIDENT
Andrew Wilson

brunswickfarm@gmail.com
(207)-319-5653

by: Dennis Harward

Having purchased quite a few new
BMWs, I must admit that I have always
been underwhelmed with the delivery
experience. While dealers have built
impressive new facilities and tried to
improve the delivery process, I have
always wanted to get my new BMW home
and figure everything out by myself. I have
visited auto plants in Germany where
people seemed to be enjoying their new
vehicle delivery.
I had the opportunity to attend a driving
event for the new X3 and I was so impressed
I decided to order one. A customer who was

VICE PRESIDENT
Kyle Bloomstein

kylebloomstein@yahoo.com
(207)-314-3754

autowerkes@roadrunner.com
(207)-865-6600

TREASURER
Peter Sottery

psottery@gmail.com
(207)-773-1044

When we arrived at the PDC,
we were greeted by a team
of driver/instructors and the
vehicle specialists who would
later familiarize us with our new
vehicles. When you sign up for PDC,
you can specify the vehicle that you
want to experience. While most people
choose the same vehicle that they are
purchasing, others want to experience
something different.

CHAPTER STAFF
WEBMASTER
William Thieme

voluntaryman@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER STAFF
COPY COLLECTION EDITOR
Andrew Wilson

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING
Andrew Wilson
brunswickfarm@gmail.com
(207)-319-5653

I woke up early and headed to the
restaurant for my complimentary buffet
breakfast. Looking around the restaurant,
there were about ten couples who were
clearly there for the delivery experience.
There were also members of the press
who were probably there to preview the
new X7. I couldn’t help but notice that at
62, I am part of the ageing group of BMW
loyalists. I hope BMW figures out how to
get Millennials excited about driving.
After breakfast, I was directed to a
Ford Transit van for the short ride
to the Delivery Center. Our group
was made up of six couples,
myself, and the hotel bellman
and manager. It seems that
someone at BMW decided
that it would be a good idea
for the hotel people to share
the experience of the BMW
customers. More on this later…

SECRETARY
Ritch Voit

brunswickfarm@gmail.com
(207)-319-5653

While the Spartenburg Mariott is your
typical, slightly tired American hotel, the
place is absolutely teaming with Germans.
The parking lot also had a lot of BMWs so I
immediately felt that there was something
special about to happen.

at the dealership encouraged me to make
the trip to Spartenburg to take delivery at
the Performance Delivery Center.
I flew from Portland to Spartenburg (via
Detroit) on April 30th. I was met at the
airport at around 10pm by a friendly
gentleman in a beautiful new X5. I shared
the ride to the Mariott with a young lady
who was sent by her dad for the teen
driving course. Apparently, she had a
few minor accidents with his car and he
wanted her to improve her driving skills.
Although BMW provides a voucher for
a nice dinner for two at the hotel, they
stopped serving at 10 so I missed out on
that experience. Having traveled for many
years, a free hotel dinner wasn’t important
to me. I should note that my wonderful
wife of 43 years doesn’t share my passion
for BMWs so I didn’t take advantage of the
ability to bring her along.

After a classroom briefing by the driving
instructors, we were divided into two
groups. One group was off to drive M
cars and my group (three couples) were
driving SUVs When we walked out of the
classroom area, BMW had lined up new
vehicles exactly as we had requested.
Because there were no X3 M4.0s available
when mine was ordered, I had never
driven one. When I started it up the
instructor/driver, came up and showed me
how to put it in sport plus mode where it
snaps and pops like an old 2002 without
an exhaust system. I couldn’t stop revving
it up. They had radios in the door pocket to
provide communications during the drive.
The instructors repeatedly encouraged us
to take full advantage of the fact that these
were BMW vehicles and tires so we should
make the most of the experience.
The first stop for my group was the
braking test. While everyone has probably
experienced the ABS system in a BMW,
CONTINUES ON 15 ►
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◄ CONTINUED FROM 13

this broke the ice and got everyone relaxed
and confident in the vehicles. I would note
that my X3M4.0 stopped in about half the
distance of the two X5s I was following.
After thoroughly heating up our brakes
and tires, we were off to a special section
of track that was set up for our group. The
drivers took us through a low speed lap
to familiarize us with the course and then
they turned us loose to make laps as fast
as we could. I was so impressed with the
X3 because the harder I drove the better it
worked. I can honestly say, the thought of
driving an SUV on the track never appealed
to me, but this thing loves to be driven
hard.
Meanwhile, this is where the hotel
employees in the X5 separated from the
group. After a few spirited laps, the hotel
guys had to make an emergency stop
so one of them could regurgitate his
breakfast. I think BMW didn’t understand
that your average hotel bellman may not be
a driving enthusiast. This ended their day.
After doing laps for about an hour, we were
taken to the skid pad which had a layer of
water from sprinklers. The instructor put
me in a beautiful blue 340 and explained
that he was disabling all of the traction
control capabilities and he asked me to
floor it. What happened next were two 360
degree spins. I actually ended up facing
the same direction I was going before the
spins. The only difference was the huge
grin that was stuck on my face. Again!
Away we went… around and around. What
a blast. After about four sets of spins, he
turned on all of the electronics and all
of the fun ended. The car just kept itself
headed in the right direction and under full
control. This was a lot safer, but nowhere
near as much fun.
Next we went back to the staging area
where we were treated to a ride-along

for hot laps in a new M3. This is clearly
part of the compensation package for the
instructors. My driver had a blast and we
all enjoyed the experience. I was glad that
the hotel guys decided not to go on that
ride.
Next we went back to the PDC cafeteria for
a nice lunch. I had the opportunity to spend
time with one of the drivers and I invited
him to visit us in Maine. Maybe we can get
him up here for a CCA event.
After lunch, we got back in our vehicles and
took the short drive to the factory for our
tour. While cell phones and photographs
aren’t permitted in the facility, there are
good videos online that show the process.
Our tour guide (Ben) was fantastic and
clearly proud of his employer. The entire
place is a symphony of engineering
efficiency. Workers rotate to a different
assembly after every break and turnover
is only 2%. This place operates with the
efficiency of a fine Swiss watch. Impressive.
It was great to see the new X3s coming to
life for the first time.
After our factory tour, we headed to the
off-road course. This is a course designed
to demonstrate the conditions that you
hope never to experience in your own
vehicle. The first section has deep ruts on
one side that show the range of suspension
travel. Next, we drove through a trough of
muddy water that came up to the top of the
front bumper. Next we were coached up a
15 foot mound that was so uneven at the
top that the left rear wheel was two feet
off the ground. Next we climbed a steep
hill with a steep bank on one side. My X3
easily crawled down with the use of the Hill
Descent control. Because I was by myself, I
got to do the off-road course twice. I have
seen similar courses for Land Rovers but I
never considered trying it in an X3. I have
new respect for the capabilities of my X3.

Next, we went back to the PDC to take
delivery of our new vehicles. I have always
wanted a glass garage so I could admire my
BMW. This is exactly what they have for the
delivery room. There is a leather seating
group and a round coffee table where
paperwork is signed and then it’s you, your
delivery specialist, and your new vehicle.
I have had lots of new cars, but I have never
had a new vehicle so beautifully prepared.
Even the smell was something special. I
have emailed the PDC and asked what they
used so I can keep that smell. My X3 has
the driver assistance package and many
other new features and my specialist did
a fantastic job explaining everything. My
specialist understood that I was familiar
with some features and he focused on the
little details that really make this vehicle
special. After about an hour, I headed out
for my journey back to Maine.
I really enjoyed having the opportunity
to spend a day and a half in my new
X3 right after delivery. This provided
the opportunity to really use all of the
features and experience the capabilities.
Although I have never been a fan of driver
assist features, I learned how this feature
can take a lot of stress out of stop and
go driving. I used the capabilities of the
navigation system and BMW Connect to
find a route that took me away from traffic.
I stopped in Lexington, VA, for the night
and made it home to Maine before sunset
the next day.
It is clear that BMW puts a lot of effort
into the entire performance delivery
experience. Every element of the
experience is just right (at least for me).
Getting a new BMW is always a milestone,
but the PDC makes it an experience you
will never forget.

BMW Car Club
of America
Pine Tree Chapter
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DATES, TIMES & DETAILS SUBJECT TO CHANGE
To register, to RSVP or for the most current information,
see the website of the chapter listed at the end of each posting.

DECEMBER

JANUARY 2019

FEBRUARY

APRIL

Monday, December 10th
6:30 – 9:00pm

Tuesday January 1st, 2019
5:00pm

Date & Time TBD

Monday, April 1st
5:00pm

Election Day Meeting

NNE Newsletter
Submissions Deadline

Chapter members, if you
haven’t voted on-line during
November, this will be your
last chance to vote for 2019
Board members and the
proposed Bylaw changes for
the chapter. Come join us
for a light dinner and drinks
during our Board/Membership
meeting at the Common Man
in Windham. 88 Range Rd,
Windham, NH.

All content to be considered
for inclusion in the 2019.1
winter edition of this
newsletter must be received
by each chapter’s respective
Copy Collection Editor
BEFORE this deadline. Details
on page 20.
[NNE]

Annual Winter Reunion
Come celebrate the year to
come and the one winding
down right now, with your
White Mountain Chapter.
Details are still being worked
on by the SEC, so be sure to
check the chapter website for
the latest developments.
[WMC]

NNE Newsletter
Submissions Deadline
All content to be considered
for inclusion in the 2019.2
spring edition of this
newsletter must be received
by each chapter’s respective
Copy Collection Editor
BEFORE this deadline. Details
on page 20.
[NNE]

[WMC]

New!

WHITE MOUNTAIN CHAPTER

w w w. w m c - b m w c c a . o r g
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AVAILABILITY & DETAILS SUBJECT TO CHANGE
Contact each advertiser as posted for current information.

CARS FOR SALE

POSTING CLASSIFIEDS

2006 Z4 3.0i

Club members can submit (non-commercial) ads at no cost. Submissions are subject to
approval by the each chapter’s board which reserves the right of refusal.

MUST SEE - Dealer maintained. Car is pristine.
M sports suspension, heated seats, xenon
lights. New top motor, new ABS sensor for
passenger seat . New wheels, Apex ARC-8, New
Bridgestone Drive Guard tires. Filler panels
when top down! 6-speed Mileage: 50k, Titan
silver metallic $12,500. Call Ray Lambert at
(603) 557-2767 or e-mail Ray via the WMC
website.

To submit an ad, send all ad information and photos as desired to your chapter’s Copy
Collection Editor, or, via the White Mountain Chapter’s website if you are a WMC member.

VIN-4USBU33576LW58308

Publication is subject to approval and space availability with priority given to new ads.
Continuing ads must be resubmitted for each newsletter edition with the exception of ads
listed on the WMC website which are automatically downloaded for newsletter inclusion.
Ad submitters bear sole responsibility for the accuracy of all their ad content; no chapter of
the BMW CCA can guarantee, in any manner whatsoever, items listed in the classifieds. Ads
do not constitute or imply any endorsement by the CCA or any of its chapters.

NEW CLUB MEMBERS

Attention New BMW CCA Members
Welcome to YOUR Club!
We invite you to join us at any of our
upcoming chapter events, where we’d really love to meet you. See the calendar of
events on page 17 for more information.

MEMBER

HOME TOWN

One way to enjoy the benefits of club membership and a way you can make this great
club even better is by getting involved.
Hopefully we’ll see you soon!

CHAPTER

Robert Andrada. . . . . . Londonderry, NH. . . .  White Mountain
Nate Asseng. . . . . . . . . Marlow, NH. . . . . . . . . .  White Mountain
Jim Beaumont. . . . . . . New Boston, NH. . . . .  White Mountain
Tyler Berry. . . . . . . . . . Milford, NH. . . . . . . . . .  White Mountain
Griffen Bono. . . . . . . . . Northwood, NH. . . . . .  White Mountain
James Brown. . . . . . . . Hampton, NH. . . . . . . .  White Mountain
Evan Butler. . . . . . . . . . Milford, NH. . . . . . . . . .  White Mountain
Griffin Carpenter. . . . Milford, NH. . . . . . . . . .  White Mountain
Jason Carter. . . . . . . . . Hampton Falls, NH. . . White Mountain
Keith Chagnon. . . . . . Warner, NH. . . . . . . . . .  White Mountain
Laura Coffin. . . . . . . . . Marlow, NH. . . . . . . . . .  White Mountain
Sean Collins. . . . . . . . . Cape Elizabeth, ME . . . . . . . . . Pine Tree
Rose Coviello. . . . . . . . Portsmouth, NH. . . . .  White Mountain
Nick Doudoumopoulos. . . York, ME. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pine Tree
Tim Eaton. . . . . . . . . . . Kensington, NH. . . . . . White Mountain
Jennifer Farr . . . . . . . . Bedford, NH. . . . . . . . .  White Mountain
Eileen Fehskens . . . . . Hanover, NH. . . . . . . . .  White Mountain
Jillian Fitzgibbons. . . Londonderry, NH. . . .  White Mountain
Michael Fogg. . . . . . . . Gilmanton, NH . . . . . .  White Mountain
Stephanie Fogg. . . . . . Gilmanton, NH . . . . . .  White Mountain
David Fox . . . . . . . . . . . Center Harbor, NH. . .  White Mountain
Shawn Freligh. . . . . . . Sandown, NH. . . . . . . . White Mountain
Matthew Garabedian. . . Atkinson, NH. . . . . . . .  White Mountain
Kevin Gray . . . . . . . . . . Nashua, NH. . . . . . . . . .  White Mountain
Eric Hood . . . . . . . . . . . Marlborough, NH. . . . White Mountain
Joshua King. . . . . . . . . Newton, NH. . . . . . . . .  White Mountain

MEMBER

Whether you drive a BMW or MINI or simply share our passion for them...

Welcome !

HOME TOWN

CHAPTER

Michael Leonard. . . . . Jericho, VT . . . . . . . . . . Green Mountain
Zachary Long. . . . . . . . Londonderry, NH. . . .  White Mountain
Dianne Martel. . . . . . . Bedford, NH. . . . . . . . .  White Mountain
Justin Mintz. . . . . . . . . Rindge, NH. . . . . . . . . .  White Mountain
Peter Modisette. . . . . . Ludlow, VT . . . . . . . . . . Green Mountain
Jackson Murch . . . . . . York, ME. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pine Tree
Jonathan Namdar. . . . Winooski, VT . . . . . . . . Green Mountain
Caroline Newell. . . . . . Goffstown, NH. . . . . . .  White Mountain
Connor Nowak . . . . . . Strafford, NH. . . . . . . .  White Mountain
Graham Osborne. . . . Scarborough, ME . . . . . . . . . . . Pine Tree
Kenneth Petrocca. . . . Wardsboro, VT. . . . . . . Green Mountain
Julian Potenza. . . . . . . Amherst, NH . . . . . . . .  White Mountain
Nicholas Robinson. . . Londonderry, NH. . . .  White Mountain
Currin Rock. . . . . . . . . Moultonborough, NH.White Mountain
Frederick Rountree. . . Barre, VT. . . . . . . . . . . . Green Mountain
Dennis Schauer. . . . . . Wolfeboro, NH. . . . . . .  White Mountain
Mark Seligman. . . . . . Pelham, NH. . . . . . . . . .  White Mountain
Kaleb Shumway. . . . . . Laconia, NH . . . . . . . . .  White Mountain
Kyle Tessier. . . . . . . . . . Stratham, NH. . . . . . . .  White Mountain
Matt Uber. . . . . . . . . . . Hampstead, NH. . . . . .  White Mountain
Richard Walker. . . . . . Meredith, NH. . . . . . . . White Mountain
Gregory Welch. . . . . . . South Portland, ME. . . . . . . . . Pine Tree
Emma White . . . . . . . . Rochester, NH. . . . . . .  White Mountain
Kevin Wood. . . . . . . . . . Hooksett, NH. . . . . . . .  White Mountain
Sue Wright. . . . . . . . . . Westbrook, ME . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pine Tree
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AUTO WORKS, inc.
Your independent service facility since 1988
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road or track, vintage or new
always ready to meet your automotive needs
many years of solid experience
always up-to-date technical training
latest in diagnostics equipment
• pre-purchase inspection • routine maintenance •
• major service & repair • performance upgrades •
• alignment services • detail services •
• pre-track inspection • racecar preparation •

603.882.3400 — www.3dautoworks.com
One Industrial Drive — Route 111 — Hudson, NH 03051
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The NNE Newsletter...

PRESORTED
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT #25
PORTSMOUTH, NH

- the quarterly newsletter of the Northern New England Area of the BMW Car Club of
America. Club members are encouraged to submit BMW and/or club related articles
and photos for publication consideration. No submission is too short, but long
features welcome as well. All submissions must be digital, and all images at their
highest available resolution. Share your passion, submit something today!
Send all submissions or questions to the Copy Collection Editor of your chapter:

Green Mountain Chapter:
Chris Achilles | yellowgti@hotmail.com
White Mountain Chapter:
Peter McDonough | editor@whitemtn-bmwclub.org
Pine Tree Chapter:
Andrew Wilson | brunswickfarm@gmail.com

Submission Deadlines
•
•
•
•

Northern New England Area
BMW Car Club of America
640 S Main St, Ste 201
Greenville, SC 29601

January 1st | winter
April 1st | spring
July 1st | summer
October 1st | fall

Advertise in the NNE Newwsletter
Contact any chapter board member for more information about advertising.
Green Mountain Chapter:

www.bmwcca.org/chapter/green-mountain-chapter
White Mountain Chapter:

www.bmwcca.org/chapter/white-mountain-chapter
Pine Tree Chapter:

www.bmwcca.org/chapter/pine-tree-chapter
The NNE Newsletter is a publication of the Northern New England Area of the BMW CCA, Inc. (“the
club”). Its contents remain the property of the club. All information furnished herein is provided by
the club and its members, for club members only. The club assumes no liability for any information
contained herein. The ideas, opinions and suggestions expressed in this newsletter are those of the
authors and no authentication is implied. Unless otherwise noted, none of the information in this
newsletter is “factory approved”. Modifications within the warranty period of your BMW may void the
warranty. Permission is hereby granted to reproduce any material published herein provided full credit is given to the author and the club, unless otherwise noted. This edition of The NNE Newsletter was
published under contract by mjc.design.works, LLC, 195 Little Bay Rd., Newington, NH 03801, printed
by Southport Printing Co., 738 Islington St., Portsmouth, NH 03801, and mailed from Portsmouth, NH.
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White Mountain Chapter
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of America
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VINTAGE SPORTS &
RESTORATION
SERVICE SPECIALISTS
• Routine Service
• Inspection I, Inspection II
• Computer Diagnostics
• Autologic, GT-1, ISTA
• BMW Factory Trained
Technicians
• Free Loaner Cars
• After Hours Drop-Off

ROUTINE SERVICE

RESTORATION

CARS FOR SALE
www.VSR1.com
603.228.2888

